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This morning, we’re starting a new series, and I’m really excited about it because we’ll be looking at the
Gospel of Mark. Of all the subjects that we could look at as a church, there is no better subject than the
one Mark writes about: Jesus. And Mark is a great person to tell us about Jesus, because his accountis
the earliest account of Jesus’s life that was written. What we’re about to read was written just twenty or
thirty years after the life of Jesus and is based on eyewitness accounts. John Mark was the son of Mary,
a woman of wealth and position in Jerusalem. Acts 12:12. Barnabas was his cousin. Colossians 4:10.
Mark was a close friend and possibly a convert of the Apostle Peter. You find that in 1 Peter 5:13. Mark
relates no stories of Jesus’ birth or childhood but launches right into Jesus’s adult life and the beginning

of his public ministry.

Mark 1:1-8:

The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, as it is written in Isaiah the prophet:
“l will send my messenger ahead of you,

who will prepare your way” —

“avoice of one calling in the wilderness,
’Prepare the way for the Lord,

make straight paths for him. “

And so, John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him.
Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. John wore clothing made of camel’s
hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. And this was his message:
“After me comes the one more powerful than I, the straps of whose sandals | am not worthy to stoop

down and untie. | baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

If | were to ask how your weekend went, many of you might simply say, “It was alright.” And if | asked for
more details, you might just respond, “Nothing special woke up, ran some errands, did some chores,
and before | knew it, the weekend was over.” Life often feels like a repetitive pattern, checking the same
emails, having the same conversations, scrolling through the same apps, and before long, another
week has passed. When the events we’re about to read took place, life was pretty much like that. You

get used to the daily rhythm of life no matter how good or bad it happens to be.

For the people who lived at that time, things were more bad than good if they looked at them closely.
They had heard stories of how God had moved in the past: how he had spoken to Moses from a burning
bush; how he had sent plagues on the Egyptians to rescue his people out of slavery; how he had parted
the sea in two so that his people could pass through; how we had spoken from Sinai and made a

covenant with his people. But that had been a long time ago. That was then and this is now. And now
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looked nothing like that. God had not spoken in hundreds of years. There had been no miracles in recent

memories. No prophets had spoken. What’s worse, God’s people were once again under foreign rule.

You get used to this. You never quite stop believing in God, but you sure don’t see his hand in the
present. You speak of God, but more as a memory than as a present reality. And you believe the future
promises of what God is going to do, but you sure don’t expect it to happen in your lifetime. You’ve

settled in, and it’s hard to believe that tomorrow is going to be much different than today.

It’s in that context that we read these opening verses. The first thing that strikes you is that it’s a new
beginning: “The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah...” It almost takes you back
to Genesis 1:1: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” This is almost like a new
creation account. God has broken into the sameness of everyday life, and something big is about to

happen.

What exactly is it? In verses 2 and 3, Mark quotes from some Old Testament prophecies. These
prophecies spoke of a day that God would break into human history and shake things up and return
them to the way that they are supposed to be. Both Isaiah and Malachi had spoken of a day that God
himself would come. His glory would be revealed; the suffering of God’s people would end; the whole

world would be made a place fit for the coming King to reign, God himself.

But first something would happen in the wilderness. The wilderness in the Bible is a place of hope and
new beginnings, but also a place of struggle. it was the place where God brought Israel out of slavery in

Egypt, and where they initiated their relationship together. Through the prophet Hosea God had said:

Therefore, | am now going to allure her;
I will lead her into the wilderness
and speak tenderly to her....
There she will respond as in the days of her youth,
as in the day she came up out of Egypt.
(Hosea 2:14-15)

So, see what Mark is doing in the passage we just read. He’s saying that God is creating something new
right in the middle of the numbing routine of everyday life, in the middle of people who had given up

hope that anything could change. It’s a new creation.

What’s more, he’s doing this in the wilderness, we read in verse 4. Something is happening that is also
like a fresh start for God’s people. He’s calling them back to the wilderness to reinitiate a relationship

with them.

And then, according to Mark, something else is happening as well. The promises of God, made through
prophets like Isaiah and Malachi, that God himself would come to set things straight, those promises
are being fulfilled as well. All the hopes, all the desires that God would come and set things straight, are

being fulfilled as the Gospel of Mark begins.
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So, in verses 4 to 8, we’re tipped off that something pretty big is happening. This John, who’s dressed
differently and who eats locusts and wild honey, brings back memories of Elijah the prophet. He is,
according to Mark, the promised forerunner who gets people ready for the coming of the Messiah
himself, who is going to set everything right. John preaches repentance and baptizes people, and points
to one who will come who is mightier than John. According to John, he is going to pour out the Spirit.
This means that God himself is going to be present among his people; that what God had promised “I

will pour out my Spirit on all people” (Joel 2:28) was now coming true.

So, what does this tell us? Mark is preparing us so that we realize that something big is happening in the
book he’s writing. No less a person than the second person of the Trinity is showing up. It’s a fresh start,
a new beginning. God is stepping into history and setting things right. Everything that’s been hoped for

is now coming true.

The Surprising Start of Something Big

If you really believed what John the Baptist was saying, you would have been preparing yourself for the
Lord himself to show up. But you would have had no idea what this would look like, but you wouldn’t
have been prepared for what happened next. Verse 9 says: “At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in

Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.”

If you are expecting God to show up, you wouldn’t be expecting this. God has appeared many times in
the Scriptures. He appeared as a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night when he led them out
of Egypt. He appeared to Moses at Sinai on the mountain with thunder and lightning and a thick cloud

and a loud trumpet blast, and we read that all the people trembled.

Mark has told us that this same God is how showing up, so when we get to verse nine, we are surprised.
Because God does appear, and Mark’s already tipped us off in verse 1 that God appears as Jesus Christ,
the Son of God. Rather than coming in pillars of cloud or fire, or with thunder and lightning and trumpets
sothat people tremble, he comesjust like everybody else comes to be baptized. Even more surprisingly,
he comes from Nazareth in Galilee, a city so unimportant. If you were expecting God to show up, you

never would have guessed that he would come like he did in Jesus.

That’s just the thing. Mark has tipped us off that God has broken into history and is doing something
completely new, and that he’s fulfilling all of his promises, but nobody guessed that it would happen
like this.

And verses 10 and 11 says:

“Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending
on him like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom | love; with you | am well

pleased.”
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Jesus Himself explains to John why it is necessary for Jesus to submit to this baptism. The simple point
is that as the Messiah, Jesus’ work, in His life as well as His death, is vicarious. It is substitutionary. He

represents what Paul will describe later as the new Adam or the second Adam.

If you ask a six-year-old child, “What did Jesus do for you?” that six year old child, if he/she has been to
Sunday school will answer, “Jesus died on the cross for my sins.” That is true, but it is only half of the
matter. Our Redeemer does not have to only die. He must live. He must live a life of perfect obedience,

perfect righteousness that He manifests and transfers to all who put their trustin Him.

Now what happens in verses 10 and 11? The heavens part. God is about to say or do something. Then
God himself speaks, commissioning Jesus to undertake his Mission, announcing that this is His Son,
with whom He is well pleased. And the Spirit marks him as the one anointed to bring good news, giving

him power to accomplish his mission.

Nobody knows this, but Mark tips us off so that we know. As we start the book of Mark, he wants us to

understand that God is breaking into history and setting all things right, and he’s doing so through Jesus.

One of the biggest questions we’re going to encounter in the book of Mark, and which still is the key
question you need to answer, is this: Who is Jesus? This really is the key question of your life. If Jesus is

indeed God who has come to set this world straight, then it changes everything.

Here, right at the beginning, Mark is already forcing us to grapple with the question of who this Jesus is.
Later on, Jesus is going to ask, “Who do you say that | am?” Here we have that question answered by
the highest possible authority: God himself has spoken. Jesus is the Lord himself come to send to save

his people and to set this world right.

A Call to Action: Walking with Jesus in His Victory
Verses 12 to 13 tell us:

“At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness, and he was in the wilderness forty days, being

tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and angels attended him.”

Here, without any human contact, we get a preview of the coming conflict. There, away from everybody,
we see that behind the coming triumphs and conflicts we’re going to read about is a supernatural

conflict. All the forces of Satan are arrayed against Jesus. But our Lord Jesus have the ultimate Victory.

This gives us a hintthat we’re about to witness a battle. In a sense, that battle is continuing as the enemy
is still fighting to keep the people away from the light of the gospel. Therefore we’re part of that battle
depending on what we do with Jesus (and Christ have defeated the enemy on the cross on our behalf).
This is Mark 1 but already Mark is forcing us to wrestle with the most important questions you will ever
answer. And he’s telling us that God has acted decisively in history to keep his promises and set things

right. He’s done so by coming in the form of Jesus. And He’s inviting us to join with Him in His mission.



